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The Balladeer 

 
Monthly newsletter of Acoustic Routes, Wellington's folk music club 

 

 

 

www.acousticroutes.org.nz 
Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville 

(up behind the former Collective Community Hub) 

 

March 2026: In this issue  
 

1. AR Monthly Concert, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Monday  
16 March 7.30pm, featuring support acts Hex Crystals, and The Pretty 
Boys, and Celia Briar with Mary Hubble for the main act  

2. Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, 
Wednesday 4 March 1:30 pm, featuring Deb and Jenni Harding – 
EVENT CANCELLED 

3. AR Monthly Singaround, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,  
Monday 9 March 7pm 

4. AR Open Mic at the Plimmerton Boating Club, Thursday 12 March 7pm 

5. Newtown Acoustic Sound Open Mic at The Office, 124 Riddiford Street,  
Sunday 29 March 5:15–8pm  

6. Review of AR February Concert by Janette Munneke 

7. St Paddy’s Day events around the motu 

8. Hamsterfest – Tickets On Sale 

9. Canterbury Folk Festival – Tickets On Sale 

10. About Acoustic Routes 

11. Want to perform?   

12. Acoustic Routes Contacts    

13. John Sutherland 1942-2026 Obituary by Tony Ricketts 

14. Dr Athena Helena Maria Gavriel 1957-2026 Obituary 

15. Balladeer Music Noticeboard   

16. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region  

This newsletter can be printed out from a pdf located on the website 
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/ 

  

http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
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1.  AR Monthly Concert featuring Celia Briar,  
with support acts Hex Crystals, and The Pretty Boys 

Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Monday 16 March, 7:30 
  

Celia Briar with Mary Hubble  

Between 1988 and 2012, Celia Briar and her Celtic harp were 
regularly seen around the New Zealand folk festivals, alone, 
or with friends, such as Mary Hubble, in concerts and in 

sessions. During those years, she also did lots of composing 
for the harp.  

Since then, Celia has spent time 
playing music in Ireland and 
England, where she has been 

adding considerably to her 
repertoire. Celia is looking 

forward to playing music with the 
wonderful Mary Hubble again and 
sharing music old and new. 

 

The Pretty Boys —  

Freddy Sayer & Pierre Lange-Gerrard 
Freddy and Pierre have been making music 
together since primary school, after Pierre 

arrived from France at age seven. At ten 
years old, they were invited by Ruth Pretty to 

busk at her famous Friday Frolics in Te Horo 
to raise money for a drama school trip — the 
beginning of many themed performances and 

fundraising events, and the origin of their 
name. They played regularly at Ruth’s until 

her retirement in 2024. 
Today, The Pretty Boys perform beautifully crafted versions of well-known songs — 
jazzy, folky, bluesy, sometimes satirical, and always accessible. Both are multi-

instrumentalists, playing guitar, piano, ukulele and more, sharing lead vocals and rich 
harmonies shaped by years of performance experience. 

Hex Crystals 

The Hex Crystals are Ann McChesney, Mary 
Hubble and Sue Hirst. They have been 

practicing their arts since the early '90s. After a 
break of some years, they made a magnificent 
comeback at the Wellyfest 60th celebration 

concert, which left them keen to hex again … 
With a focus on vocals and particularly 

harmony, they purloin material from all over 
the place, and have been known to write the 
odd parody themselves. Guitar, ukulele, and 

flute may be encountered. Perhaps even 
castanets!!  
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2. Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, Downstairs in 
    the Bar, 1 Norman Lane, Wednesday 4 March, 1:30pm 

 Featuring Deb and Jenni Harding  
As a coal miner’s granddaughter Deb had the good fortune to 

grow up in Staffordshire in the UK. This industrial landscape is 
rich in folk songs and traditions. Deb and daughter Jenni will 
share songs to celebrate this heritage including some well-known 

singalongs.  
In the second half, we’ll go around the circle and you’re welcome 

to lead a song or tune if you wish. All welcome; bring 
instruments and voices. $5 charge for the musician.  

Please Note: From April onwards the new Social Club meet 
will happen every third Wednesday 1.30pm starting with  

15 April. 
 

3. AR Monthly Singaround, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane 
Monday 9 March 7pm 

Please note we’ve booked the upstairs room at the Johnsonville Club to hold our sing-
arounds on the second Monday of the month at 7:00pm, starting on 9 March.  
The format will be as it has been, but in the evening, i.e. bring songs, tunes or poems 
to share, or just come to join in.  
The first one (at least) will be hosted by Janette Munneke. No charge for entry.  
Feel free to purchase tea, coffee, drinks and snacks at the bar.  
 

4. AR Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road 

Plimmerton, Thursday 12 March 7pm 
 

Hosted by Roy McGuinness.  
Please note: no pre-booked spots - put 

your name up when you get there. Spread the word.  
Plimmerton Open Mic is held 

Monthly second Thursdays.   
 

5. Newtown Acoustic Sound’s Open Mic, Upstairs at The Office, 
124 Riddiford Street, Sunday 29 March 5:15 – 8pm  

Newtown Acoustic Sound's Open Mic is  

held the last Sunday of each month upstairs at  

The Office Bar in Riddiford Street, Newtown.  

In association with Acoustic Routes, organised  

by Janine Mitchell with back-up from Kevin Ikin.  

Contact:    

janinemitchell04@gmail.com, kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz,  

or  newtownacousticsound@gmail.com  

 

 

 

  

mailto:janinemitchell04@gmail.com
mailto:kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz
mailto:newtownacousticsound@gmail.com
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6. Review of February concert featuring Vikki Clayton, with  
    Jo Sheffield, and late addition “Portable Panic Plus” 

As readers will be aware, putting on our concert in February was quite a mission, but 

definitely worth the test to our ability to flex and determination to continue on regardless! 
On Monday, the day of the scheduled concert, it quickly became apparent that the weather 

bomb the previous night was going to cause great difficulty for the performers to get to 
the venue, let alone anyone else who might want to attend. We were forced to cancel at 
short notice. Thanks to Ruth and Gerard who went and sat at the Club for a couple of 

hours in case anyone didn’t get the update and turned up anyway. No-one did! 

The sound man and two of the guests were able to change to the Friday night, and 

Portable Panic Plus was able to step in to replace the other, so then it was all systems go 
to hold our first Friday night gig in many years. Attendance was high, as were our spirits! 
The restaurant is open on a Friday night (unlike Monday) so several of us were able to 

gather beforehand for dinner. 

As for the gig itself, Portable Panic had already impressed us at 

the Social Club earlier in the month, and the addition of Jude 
Douglas on fiddle only served to enhance that performance 
(naturally!). Jenny and Tony have been working up Tony’s songs 

for some gigs coming up this year in other parts of the country. 
They’re kind of quirky with a serious message, great to listen to and to sing along with, 

like “Formentera”, which asks ‘can we change the world with a song?”, and their last 
number “Don’t want to sing”, also with a chorus that got us all singing and lovely fiddle 

backing.  

Jo Sheffield started by honouring her former music partner, Phil Hope, the 
first anniversary of whose death is coming up, with her song “Your music 

will live on”, no doubt something all song writers hope for … Jo’s other songs 
were from her (so far imaginary) second album “Ballad salad”. They were 

older songs including one about changing abortion laws in Ireland, and 
another about our tendency to put people into boxes according to our first 

impressions. She finished with a biographical number called “Serendipity” about how a 

chance meeting while waiting at a bus stop led her to certain conclusions and eventually to 
taking up the life of a hobo. I hope that second album gets made soon! 

Vikki Clayton’s set was less of a salad and more of a smorgasbord, with a sprinkling of 
traditional and covers interspersed with her own songs, including “Matty Groves”, “You can 
have my husband”, and Ralph McTell’s “White Dress”. Of her own songs, she sang “The 

Awakening” about her decision to come to New Zealand, a song about her dad (“I see you 
everywhere”), and a song of hope inspired by Oscar Wilde’s quote 

“we’re all in the gutter but some of us are looking at the stars”.  

Vikki brought up a backing group of the other performers of the night 
to sing “Now is the hour” with her, with the second verse in Maori, 

and for her encore had the entire audience backing her for John 
Martin’s song “I don’t wanna know about evil, I only wanna know 

about love”. Sounds fair enough to me! 

With great sound by sound man Joseph Coleman and expert compering by Anne McGregor, 
it was truly a lovely night. We were sorry Nigel and Tamara couldn’t make it with our 

change of date but hope to have them perform for us soon. 

Best wishes to Vikki for her upcoming tour in England and Wales where she is performing 

in no fewer than 20 places from east to west, and from as far south as near Exmouth to 
Hartlepool in the north.  

Reviewed by Janette Munneke 
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7. St Paddy’s Day events around the motu 

As we all know, it’s St Patrick’s Day on 17 March, and what better excuse for a knees-
up? Here are a few of the Irish themed events we’ve heard of around the motu this 
month. 

Vic Folk’s St Patrick’s Day Ceilidh at Northland Memorial Centre, 5 

Woburn Rd Saturday 14 March 6.30pm for 7pm  
Join in on Saturday the 14th of 
March at the Northland Memorial 

Community Centre to celebrate St 
Paddy's Day with some good ol' 

Irish Ceilidh dancing, with live 
music from our very own Ceilidh 
band! All dances will be walked 

through by our callers 
so absolutely no experience is 

required. As this is our biggest 
Ceilidh of the year, this is the 
perfect chance to kick off the uni year with some folky fun. Wear your greenest outfit 

and bring along your friends and family! Tickets are $10 for students/unwaged and $15 
general, and can be found online here, with cash door sales also available on the day. 

Doors open 6.30pm with dancing from 7pm to 10pm, with plenty of breaks in between 
and a break for snacks halfway through (snacks provided). 

Music in the Ditch St Paddy’s Day, on Sunday 15 March, 4pm-9pm, 14 Leeds 

Street, Te Aro 

There’s a bunch of St Paddy’s Day celebrations 

listed on the Wellington Irish website, including 
the St Patrick's Parade, Sun 15 March 2026 

on the waterfront. 
https://www.wellingtonirish.nz/  

 

 

On 16 March, Triske are at the Irish Embassy, and on 17 March, they are at 

Parliament. 

Also on 17 March, St Paddy’s Day itself, there’s the Wellington tunes session at the 
Welsh Dragon 7.30pm, ‘Parcel of Rogues’ Maurice Newport (Mo, ex-of the 

Warratahs), Andrew Kerr and Nick Swan, are at JJ Murphys, Cuba St, Tuesday 17 
March, 2-5pm, and ‘Rattlin Parcel of Tar’, Mo Newport, Alan Norman (of the 

Warratahs), Andrew Kerr, and Nick Swan, The Tasting Room, Courtenay Place, Tuesday 
17 March 7pm  

The theme continues into the weekend with other events on 21 March – see the 

Noticeboard below.  

 

https://events.humanitix.com/vicfolk-st-patrick-s-day-ceilidh-2026
https://www.wellingtonirish.nz/
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8. Hamsterfest – Thursday 2 April to Monday 6 April, 2026 
Tickets On Sale Now 

Hamsterfest 2026, the 54th Annual Hamilton Folk 

Festival, is a family-friendly acoustic music festival held 

over Easter weekend. Located at the historic Paeroa 

Racecourse in New Zealand. On-site camping. Featuring 

local and international guests, including Bob McNeill & 

Emily Roughton, presenting Concerts, Workshops and 

Jamming throughout the weekend.  

 

Tickets via Humantix     

https://humanitix.com/nz/events/new-zealand 

 

 

 

 

9. Canterbury Folk Festival – Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April 
Tickets On Sale Now 

Easter weekend is approaching! Celebrate CFF’s 

50th anniversary with a huge weekend of live 

music, workshops, and camaraderie in Waipara. 

Fifty years of folk in Waitaha Canterbury, with 

CFF’s largest lineup to date, featuring everything 

from soulful country and high-energy swing to 

traditional Celtic reunions and English 

harmonies. 

Tickets via https://www.canterburyfolkfestival.org.nz/ 

10. About Acoustic Routes 

Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who 

enjoy playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music. 

Our main monthly event is every third Monday except in January, October and 

December. It generally features a concert, usually with a visiting artist and 
support acts from amongst our membership.  

Other regular (monthly) events include an informal Social Club with a booked 

guest, held on the third Wednesday of most months in the afternoon, and a 

Singaround on the second Monday evening of most months where attendees can 

participate. We also support two Open Mic Gigs: the Newtown Acoustic Sound at 
the Office Pub in Newtown, on the last Sunday of each month, and the Open Mic 

at the Plimmerton Boat Club on the second Thursday of the month. 

Our venue for the third Monday event, Social Club and Singaround is the Johnsonville 
Club, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville, Wellington, which has parking and a bar, and a lift 

for wheelchair access. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/hamsterfest-2026/tickets
https://humanitix.com/nz/events/new-zealand
https://www.canterburyfolkfestival.org.nz/
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Membership  

PLEASE NOTE – half price memberships now available through to June – 

give them as gifts to budding folk musicians? 
Members get discounted entry and a say in the club's activities. The membership 

year is from July to June. To join, go to https://acousticroutes.org.nz/join-us/. 

Payment online is appreciated.  

Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The Balladeer) at the start of every 
month, and an email update about acoustic gigs in the region later in the month.  
You can subscribe online on this webpage - https://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/  
or contact publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz.  

 

11. Want to perform?   

The Acoustic Routes Committee would like to hear from you if you 
are interested in performing at our events, including support 
acts for our monthly concerts. Contact us at: 

performers@acousticroutes.org.nz. 
 

12. Acoustic Routes contacts 

President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz   

Correspondence: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz   

Treasurer/Membership:  Sue Ikin treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz   

Balladeer: Anna Macfarlane balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz    

Acoustic Routes updates: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz   

Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz   

Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand.   

Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

13. John Sutherland 1942-2026 Obituary by Tony Ricketts 

 

John will be known to Acoustic Routes 
members through his music, but those of us 
who were able to be at Whenua Tapu will be 

aware that he was so much more. The same 
attributes he brought to his family life and his 

work life were what made his musical life so 
vital. He cared about, and cared for, the 
people, the ideas and the things in his life; 

everything in his workshop was in immaculate 
working order, his guitars were always in 

showroom condition, his family and friends 
knew they were precious to him. 

John grew up in the north of Scotland, came 

here as a young man and worked with cars 
and paint, where his attention to detail and 

emphasis on quality ensured his success. He 
lived in Auckland, Wairarapa, Upper Hutt and 
Raumati South, married Susan and they 

brought up their sons Daniel, Reuben and 
Angus. 

Like many of our generation he came to music 

https://acousticroutes.org.nz/join-us/
https://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/
mailto:publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:president@acousticroutes.org
mailto:president@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
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through skiffle, a British version of American folk and blues that arose out of jazz clubs. 
He was eclectic in his tastes, at home playing blues, British trad, Americana, classic 

pop, and always awake to new music. Of course, there was special magic when he was 
sharing songs with fellow Scots, or the times we saw him playing with Susan, his 
partner in life as well as music. His CD Mealmarket St showcases all of this and more. 

John is pictured above at Waharau with his music and life partner Susan.  
Photo courtesy of Gerard Hudson 

 

 
Tony Ricketts, at Susan’s request, spoke at John’s funeral. You can hear more of the 

funeral if you wish, on the video shared after the funeral. John Sutherland funeral 
service 9th February 2026 on Vimeo.  

 
I first met John when I first came to Wellington in 1986 and would go to the Friday 
night sessions in Holland Street. Always knew it would be a good night when he was 

there, not to mention others like Tony Hillyard and Dave Murphy. 
 

I know John liked to sing and play (and whistle) the blues, but one of the highlights of 
all of those years for me was the concert he and Susan did for us in November 2022. As 
I said in my review at the time, it was jam-packed with  

“…songs of working, loving, fighting, losing, changing. The Scottish condition. 
The human condition. John is an ex-pat Scot who has lived here longer than he 

ever lived in Scotland, and yet he made the country and its rich history come to 
life for us for our Saint Andrews concert.” Balladeer, December 2022 

 

I’m more thankful than I can say for that. RIP John. 
 

Janette Munneke 
 

 

14. Dr Athena Helena Maria Gavriel 1957-2026 Obituary 
 
Sadly, we have farewelled another long-term member of our folk 

community this week. Athena and her husband Gerry have been 
members of Acoustic Routes and attended many Acoustic Routes 
events over the years. Along with their daughters Heleyni and 

Marika, they’ve also been regulars at many Wellyfests. 

Athena Gavriel’s funeral service was held at the Greek Orthodox 

Church in Wellington on 27 February. Her service can be viewed 
here. https://www.harbourcityfunerals.co.nz/funerals-

tributes/?funeral=qkArs  

Many of you will know that folk music was only one of Athena’s 
interests. A memorial event is planned to celebrate her life and many achievements in 

the coming months.  

https://www.legacy.com/nz/obituaries/thepost-nz/name/athena-gavriel-

obituary?id=60861623 

Janette Munneke 
  

https://vimeo.com/1164604068/aebd8ee441?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci&fbclid=IwY2xjawQN9eVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEerikkm2yufpzzf1bJfbinlMk9G8JnZjPyhDgJMrilrAkcDyNh-VPASnpHm2o_aem_am5ativTYz0GbGoS3PtZng
https://vimeo.com/1164604068/aebd8ee441?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci&fbclid=IwY2xjawQN9eVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEerikkm2yufpzzf1bJfbinlMk9G8JnZjPyhDgJMrilrAkcDyNh-VPASnpHm2o_aem_am5ativTYz0GbGoS3PtZng
https://www.harbourcityfunerals.co.nz/funerals-tributes/?funeral=qkArs
https://www.harbourcityfunerals.co.nz/funerals-tributes/?funeral=qkArs
https://www.legacy.com/nz/obituaries/thepost-nz/name/athena-gavriel-obituary?id=60861623
https://www.legacy.com/nz/obituaries/thepost-nz/name/athena-gavriel-obituary?id=60861623
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15. Balladeer Music Noticeboard   

Where you can advertise your music-related items—lessons, instruments, gigs,  
band members wanted, etc. To place a notice, please email 
balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

• Pride Sea Shantys in support of Rainbow Youth, The Welsh Dragon Bar, 10A 

Cambridge Terrace, Te Aro, Thursday 5 March 7.30-9.30pm 
 

• Pip Payne with Richard Klein and Alan Norman, Capital Blues NZ at Thunder 
Road, 21 Blair St, Thursday 5 March 7pm 

 
• Irish Musicians for Palestine, Vogelmorn Bowling Club,  

93 Mornington Road, Brooklyn, Friday 6 March 6.30-10pm 

 
• Too Many Chiefs: Andrew London, Rob Joass & Wayne Mason, Kapiti 

Playhouse, 7 Ruahine Street, Paraparaumu, Friday 6 March 7.30-9.30pm 
 

• Andrew London Trio, Days Bay Pavilion, 611B Marine Drive 

Sunday 8 March 6-8pm  
 

• Beans and Don Mackay, ‘After the Newtown Festival’, Niom Bistro, 
169 Riddiford Street, Newtown, Sunday 8 March 6.30pm 

 

• Luthiers Corner: Peter Madill and Jack McKenzie, hosted by Wellington 
Bluegrass Society at the Abandoned Taproom, Petone 

Sunday 8 March 7.30pm. $30 / $25 members or children.   
See the Wellington Bluegrass Society website for more details and to book tickets. 
https://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/event-detail/  

 
• Mainly Acoustic Music Club, Mayfair Café, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt, 

Tuesday 10 March 7:30-10pm 
Featuring Cut the Power, Portable Panic, Gumbo, and Dean Murray 
www.mainlyacoustic.co.nz/contact-us  

NOTE: Lift generously offered to Acoustic Routes members/supporters to attend 
monthly Mainly Acoustic concerts. Call Bill Dashfield 0221 923 326 

From Ngaio (or nearby) to and from Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt 
 

• Beans and Don Mackay, The Undercurrent, 118 Tory Street, Te Aro 

Friday 13 March 7.30pm 
 

• Acoustic Music Evenings, Niom Bistro, 169 Riddiford St, Newtown, Saturday 
nights 6-8pm 

 

• The Hanging Ditch venue, 14 Leeds St, Te Aro, this month on Sunday  
15 March 4 – 6pm, hosts a gig where you can listen to professional Irish music 

for free with some tasty cocktails and snacks. Gigs held 3rd Sunday monthly.  
 

• ‘Parcel of Rogues’ Maurice Newport (Mo, ex-of the Warratahs), Andrew 
Kerr and Nick Swan, JJ Murphys, Cuba St, Tuesday 17 March, 2-5pm 
 

• ‘Rattlin Parcel of Tar’, Mo Newport, Alan Norman (of the Warratahs), 
Andrew Kerr, and Nick Swan, The Tasting Room, Courtenay Place, Tuesday 17 

March 7pm  

mailto:balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz
https://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/event-detail/
http://www.mainlyacoustic.co.nz/contact-us


 

10 

 

Balladeer Music Noticeboard (Continued) 

 
• Day Moon, San Fran, 171 Cuba St, Thursday 19 March 7pm 

Farewell to this Wellington band known for blending indie-rock with folk, featuring 

melodic hooks and lush harmonies. 
 

• ENNIA and Stephen Hill, Niom Bistro, 169 Riddiford Street, Newtown 
Saturday 21 March 6pm 

 

• ‘Parcel of Rogues’ Andrew Kerr and Nick Swan, Johnsonville Club, 
Downstairs in the Bar, 1 Norman Lane, Saturday 21 March 7.30pm 

 
• Triske at Hilltop, Upland Road, Kelburn, Saturday 21 March 

7.30pm 

Tea, coffee & snacks provided. BYO anything more you’d like.  
Triske are Em Griffiths, Ceara McAuliffe Bickerton and 

Bob McNeill. 
www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/ 

 

• Wellington Bluegrass Society, Thursday 26th March, Society night featuring 

Stan Antonio at the Abandoned Taproom, Petone, 7.30pm  
 

• Jennifer Reid, Pyramid Club, 272 Taranaki Street, Mount Cook, Thursday 26 
March 8pm, Lancashire dialect folk balladress. 

Northern England broadside ballad singer Jennifer Reid 
returns to Aotearoa following the release of her fourth 
album, The Ballad Of The Gatekeeper – recently ranked 

#8 in The Guardian’s Top 10 Folk Albums of 2025. 
Released in May 2025, the album weaves together 

working class narratives and contemporary edge, drawing 
deeply from the dialect and histories of Victorian and 
Georgian Lancashire. 

Jennifer was a big hit on her previous visit to NZ in 2025, 
and at Auckland Folk Festival 2026. 

 
• Andrew Kerr and Alan Norman, The Welsh Bar, Kent Tce, Thursday  

26 March 8pm Americana Folk 

• Kevin Le Pennec, Queer harpist – creation in song and harp,  
Alliance Française, Level 3, 78 Victoria Street, Friday 27 March 6-7pm 

 
• Looking for the Wellington Irish Society? Look no further than the Wilton 

Bowling Club! From Friday 27 March Wellington Irish Society will be 

headquartered at the Wilton Bowling Club with a regular "Irish Night" on the last 
Friday of each month, celebrating its music, culture, stories, and community 

spirit.  
Please also mark your calendars for the St Patrick’s Day celebration on 
Tuesday 17 March, which will be held in the club room and promises to be a 

fantastic event. 

• Burgin, Kerr & Norman, The Undercurrent, 118 Tory Street, Te Aro 

Saturday 28 March 7.30pm Country, Folk, Americana & Blues 
 

http://www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/
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16. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region –   

please check websites or email for updates  

Pukerua Bay Folk Club   

When: 1st Thursday of the month, 8:00pm (no club night in January)   

Where: 9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay   

Contact: Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com   

Pōneke Shanty Club   

When: 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month 7-9pm   

Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, 10a Cambridge Terrace, Wellington   

https://www.facebook.com/PonekeShantyClub/ 

Wellington Traditional Tunes Session  

When: Every Tuesday, from 7.30pm (1st Tues, Slow Session for one hour)  

Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar. 
1st Tuesday slow session aimed at beginners, followed by regular session. 

Contact: https://wellingtonslowsession.wordpress.com/  

Wellington Bluegrass Society – Society nights – watch this space 

When: 4th Thursday of the month, 7:00pm – starting up again in April 2026   

Where: Abandoned Taproom, Petone (check website for the latest info) 

Contact: Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, https://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/  

Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club – for learning in the “by ear” style  

When: Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday   

Where: Depends on who is hosting it each time. All levels welcome. 

Contact: Iain Matcham, email iain@jumbletree.com   

Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club   

When: 4th Friday of the month 7:30 – 9:30pm. A club for playing and/or listening 

to (mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable 

Where: Lower Hutt, Cost: $5 per night 

Contact: Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 lynne@scott.gen.nz   

Morris dancing: David Barnes https://sites.google.com/site/nzmorrisdancing/    

Mainly Acoustic Music Club   

When: (Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month 7:30pm    

Where: Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt   

Contact: Fiona Armstrong-McIntosh 0211205961 fionastrongmc@gmail.com 

Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz   
Website:  https://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming attractions/   

Levin Folk Music Club 

When: 2nd Friday of month 7:30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.    
Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper) 

Club Night: 4th Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha.   

Where: Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and Middlesex  St.   

Details: Website: https://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/ 
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