The Balladeer

Monthly newsletter of Acoustic Routes, Wellington's folk music club

Acoustic 5 poutes

www.acousticroutes.org.nz
Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville
(up behind the former Collective Community Hub)

Highlights this month:

e Joan Prior Award for young folk - closing date for applications 15 September.
See page 5 for details.

e Subs are due for the 2025-26 year. See page 5 or the website
https://acousticroutes.org.nz/join-us/ for how to join online so you can benefit
from member discounts.

September 2025: In thisissue

1. AR monthly concert featuring Barry and Lorna Swallow, with support
from Stephen Hill and Beans Wright, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane
Monday 15 September 7:30pm

2. Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
Wednesday 3 September 1:30 pm

3. Open Mic at Plimmerton Boating Club, Thursday 11 September 7pm

4. AR monthly Singaround, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville,
Wednesday 17 September 1:30-3:30pm

5. Newtown Acoustic’s Sound Open Mic at The Office, 124 Riddiford Street,
Sundays 14 & 28 September 5:15-8pm

6 Review by Sue & Kevin Ikin of the August AR concert

7. Joan Prior Award - application deadline is 15 September
8. About AcousticRoutes

9 Want to perform?

10. Acoustic Routes Contacts

11. Balladeer Music Noticeboard

12. Wellyfest Update

13. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region

This newsletter can be printed out from a pdf located on the website
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/
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1. AR monthly concert featuring Barry and Lorna Swallow, with
Stephen Hill and Beans Wright, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman
Lane, Johnsonville, Monday 15 September 7:30 pm

Barry and Lorna Swallow

Barry and Lorna met through Folkie friends back in the
late 1970’s. They shared a love of the music of Nic
Jones, who has subsequently been a major influence on
Barry’s guitar playing. They settled in Taupo and raised
their family there, and in retirement purchased their
distinctive motorhome/bus which enabled them to
enjoy the music and fellowship of folk festivals. Barry
uses open tunings on his guitar to work out intricate
accompaniments, for songs he has chosen for their
thought-provoking lyrics and strong melodies. In recent
years, Lorna has developed an interest in playing tunes
on low whistles, tunes chosen for their memorable
melodies.

Support Acts: Stephen Hill and Beans Wright
Stephen Hill

Stephen is a songwriter based in Lower Hutt in Aotearoa/New
Zealand. Born and raised in Ireland he moved to Wellington in
#= 2008. Stephen performs his folksy songs with an understated
delivery but keen pop sensibility, weaving landscapes and
emotions with an eye for detail and a refreshing turn of phrase.
Inspired by Irish songwriters like Damien Dempsey and Iain
Archer, as well as local artists like Delaney Davidson and
international heavyweights like Nick Cave and Steve

Earle, Stephen’s style is alternately light and dark, silly and
serious, calm yet entertaining.

Beans Wright

One third of the band Don and the Divorcees, Beans’ original
songs are rich with humour, honesty and carefully crafted word
play, borne of a love of language combined with a vibrant
imagination and inner world. Hailing from Yorkshire, Beans has
played at Moon, the Newtown Festival, Wellyfest and here at
Acoustic Routes, making a big impression around the local folk
scene. As well as singing, they play guitar, fiddle, and other
instruments.

Photo credit: Vince Cabrera

Entry: $20/$15 for AR members. Cash only (no EFTPOS facilities).

See directions for entering the building on page one.

Please note, to get the members’ rate, you'll need to have subscribed for the 2025-2026
year which began in July. (See point 8 below.)
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2. Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman
Lane, Wednesday 3 September 1:30pm

The first half-hour of the September Social Club will feature
Don Mackay. Newtown based songwriter Don is best known
these days as a third of the band Don and The Divorcees. He
writes songs about life, the universe and everything. People
seem to like them ;) Don will be doing a set mainly of his older
songs that predate Don and The Divorcees, but will also try to
flog off a CD of the band’s "Bit Players” on you.

“Don Mackay’s songs are grounded in narrative, a legacy of
storytellers like Guy Clark, and his warm baritone carries a well
won wisdom.” John Bradbury - The 13th Floor.

In the second half, we’ll go around the circle and you’re welcome to lead a song or tune
if you wish. All welcome; bring instruments and voices. See the map to the venue on
page 5. $5 charge for the musician.

3. Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road
Plimmerton, Thursday 11 September 7pm

Hosted by Roy McGuinness. -

Please note: no pre-booked spots this month, put
your name up when you get there. Spread the word.
Plimmerton Open Mic has shifted back to Monthly
second Thursdays.

4. AR Monthly Singaround, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
Johnsonville, Wednesday 17 September 1:30-3:30 pm

Bring songs, tunes or poems to share, or just come to join in.

Hosted this time by Janette Munneke at our new venue (see the map to the venue on
the front page.) No charge for entry. Feel free to purchase tea, coffee, drinks and
snacks at the bar. Held the third Wednesday of every month.

5. Newtown Acoustic Sound’s Open Mic, Upstairs at The Office,
124 Riddiford Street,
Sundays 14 & 28 September 5:15 - 8pm
NEWTOWN Newtown Acoustic Sound's "Open Mic", upstairs at The Office Bar in
Qﬂ%ﬂfm‘mm Riddiford Street, Newtown, in association with Acoustic Routes, organised
by Janine Mitchell with back-up from Kevin Ikin.

# covers - All Weleome.

Upstairs at
THE OFFICE BAR

&(;;:*::w Congratulations to NAS which is celebrating 10 years of supporting

and ay

;.fs'ob::'?:':. ), acoustic music with an invitational concert involving many of the original
&gi"; MRS NAS attendees on Sunday 28 September.

O
[ttt

Contact: janinemitchell04@gmail.com, kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz, or
newtownacousticsound@gmail.com
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6. Review of the Poneke Shanty Club concert with Tamara and
Divine Pitch
We had a fabulous evening, with an interesting and well-balanced concert with lots of
variety. A great turn-out for them too:

Tamara

First to take the stage was Tamara. Solo, and unaccompanied she
commanded our attention with her seemingly effortless and powerful
voice. And she has a great stage presence. Her choice of material was
both appropriate for the theme but with a nice contrast. As she said in
her bio for the Balladeer she has been flirting around the edges of the
folk scene for several years, mostly at trad singing sessions and singing
in Home Brew at Wellyfest. Going by her performance on Monday night
it’s time to move into the limelight.

Divine Pitch

Stephen and Megan have been performing together for a few
years now. This outing showed how far they have come in
developing their unique blend of material and stage presentation.
They performed a mixture of traditional songs and tunes, and
one of Stephen’s own songs, all beautifully arranged and
accompanied on fiddle, mandolin and guitar. Divine Pitch is
definitely a duo to take note of.

Poneke Shanty Club

The Poneke Shanty Club
turned on a performance that
was very well thought out,
great to listen to, and much
fun was had with audience
participation also on the menu.
Printed chorus line sheets were i ) ' v
handed out at the beginning as an aid and they were very useful. (it was nice to see
the actual words for things we’ve been singing along to for years!) Each shanty or song
was led by a different member of the shanty club and that provided a nice contrast in
the various voices, from one seemingly from the fathomless depths to the more usual
pitches. Acoustic Routes’ own Charlene Hillyard, Nigel Parry, Hunter Giltrap and Don
Mackay were amongst those who took the lead. The format was for the lead singer to
take the verses with the whole crew (and the audience) participating in the choruses.
However, limited audience participation for a Welsh song, Cyfri'r Geifr, (about goats
apparently) that was delivered with great gusto. Much too fast to catch the words but
great fun to listen to! There was lovely variety of material from the very well known to
the less familiar, from Byker Hill to Volga Boatmen, through the usual suspects such as
Blood Red Roses and South Australia. The shanty club also went to some effort to dress
the stage with nautical props such as ropes and floats, which added to the atmosphere.

All in all, a very enjoyable evening that boosted the energy levels and kept us warm.
Thank you again to Stephen Riddell, who did a wonderful job on sound.

Reviewed by Sue & Kevin Ikin (who were ‘volunteered’ without warning on the
night!). Many thanks Sue and Kevin, Ed.



7.Joan Prior Award 2025 - call for b @%
applications 0\ S ﬁ%‘@@

for YOUNG FOLKIES
We're calling for entries for a new and different Joan

Prior Award! If you're aged 18-25, live in the Wellington Region, and are keen to
develop your folk music skills or interest (or if you know someone who is), check
out the page on the website. https://acousticroutes.org.nz/joan-prior-award-

entry/

You may be able to get a grant to help with travel, attendance at festivals or
workshops, tuition, even sound recording. No performance necessary, just
enthusiasm for music of a traditional nature, old or new, and a plan to grow your
music skills and interest. Closing date for applications: Monday 15 September.

8. About Acoustic Routes

Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who
enjoy playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music.

Our main monthly event is every third Monday except in January, October and
December. It generally features a concert, usually with a visiting artist and
support acts from amongst our membership.

Other regular (monthly) events include an informal Social Club with a booked
guest, and a Singaround, both afternoon sessions, where attendees can
participate. We also support two
Open Mic Gigs: the Newtown
Acoustic Sound at the Office Pub
in Newtown, and the Open Mic at
the Plimmerton Boat Club.

Camera

Doorbell
Our venue for the third Monday event,

Social Club and Singaround is the
~ Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
. Johnsonville, Wellington, which has
Sgi\cgus parking and a bar, and a lift for
J'ville Club wheelchair access.

Membership: Members get discounted entry and a say in the club's activities.
The membership year is from July to June. To join, go to
https://acousticroutes.org.nz/join-us/. Payment online is appreciated.

Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The Balladeer) at the start of every
month, and an email update aboust acoustic gigs in the region later in the month. You
can subscribe online on this webpage - https://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/ or
contact publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz.

9. Want to perform?

The Acoustic Routes Committee would like to hear from you if you !
are interested in performing at our events, including support

acts for our monthly concerts. Contact us at: N
performers@acousticroutes.org.nz.

L
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10. Acoustic Routes contacts

President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz

Correspondence: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Treasurer/Membership: Sue Ikin treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
Balladeer: Anna Macfarlane balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz

Acoustic Routes updates: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz

Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand.
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz

11. Balladeer Music Noticeboard
Where you can advertise your music-related items—Ilessons, instruments, gigs,
band members wanted, etc.

Cattlestops ride again! with Wellington Bluegrass Society at Abandoned
Brewery & Taproom, 154 Jackson Street, Petone, Saturday 6 September 7Zpm
You can't keep a good Cattlebeast down. Andrew, James, Wayne and Evan return to the
milking shed with a brand new show (well...maybe a handful of new old songs?)

Bill Hickman, Cindy Muggeridge and Neil Billington; House Concert at Hilltop,
Saturday 6 September 6:30 for 7pm Gritty folk, then Boogie-woogie blues...
Tea, coffee and snacks provided. www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/

Tom Cunliffe and Ali Whitton, Vogelmorn Upstairs, Friday 12 September 7pm
for 7:30pm Big hearts, remarkable songs - on stage, with a collection of brand-new
tunes.

Wellington Bluegrass Society, Old-time Music and Bluegrass jam session at
Alicetown Community House, 38 Victoria Street (cnr Victoria & Buckley Sts)
Sunday 14 September 2-5pm bluegrass@xtra.co.nz

Bill Lake’'s Slow Bake - with Steve Hemmens & Alan Norman
The Undercurrent, 118 Tory St, Sunday 14 September 5.30pm

Mainly Acoustic Music Club, Mayfair Cafe - 116 Main Street,
Upper Hutt, Tuesday 9 September 7:30-10pm
Open Mic Night www.mainlyacoustic.co.nz/contact-us-

Songwriter Showcase #105 at Moon, Riddiford St, Newtown, Sunday
21 September 6pm - Third Sunday of the Month
The Vorn String Trio, Emily de Vegt, CP30, and Banjo Ben and the Breeze

Albi & the Wolves at Hilltop, Wednesday 1 October Zpm for 7.30

These guys set fire to stages and fill hearts with hope with their energetic and relatable
alternative indie folk songs. Tea, coffee & snacks provided. BYO anything more you’'d
like. www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/

Don and the Divorcees album "Bit Players" is available online (at all the usual
places). Here is the link to it on Spotify -
https://open.spotify.com/album/48tWbatJVEFH3RRUoGWTVI?si=b6qNTIewRtmTK39AYC
Z6BA
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Wellyfest 2025 Update

WELLINGTON FOLKF
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In case you've missed the news updates about Wellyfest, here’s a summary:

1.

2.

Guest artists have been announced. As with most years, they include some
local and some from overseas, some familiar and some new.

There’s been a hiccup with Hiremaster going into liquidation, and the
committee is working hard to make sure that doesn’t have too much impact,
so early bird tickets haven't yet been announced.

Meanwhile they’re now seeking stallholders for the Village Green, so do pass
the word on to anyone you know who might be interested.

Plans for the youth programme are underway. It’s likely that the Walker Trust
will be offering awards for young musicians again this year, but as you’ll note
elsewhere in this issue, we're changing the Joan Prior Award. We want to
make it more open to a broader range of young folkies, not just performers,
although performers are welcome to apply. Closing date for applications is 15
September - please do tell any young folkie you know about it. We'd really
like to put Joan’s legacy to work to encourage a young person in their folk
music journey.

For more info, go to https://wellingtonfolkfestival.org.nz/ &
https://www.facebook.com/Wellyfest

And speaking of legacy, you may notice that the Festival is “"60 years young” this year!
What a terrific achievement, to offer a festival like this every year (with one exception,
thanks to COVID) since 1965!

We’ve been busy scanning a nearly full set of programmes from those years that
belonged to Sharyn Staley, and they’ll be up on the website very soon. It's really
brought home to me the extent of the work that goes into these events (as many
readers will know, having been some of those workers themselves), the willingness and
the thought behind it.

In 1985, Col Wright, who had a long association with the Festival and was president of
the Folk Foundation in 1985, sought to define folk music:

“It is the music of the people and their lands. Music that is passed down from
generation to generation... The songs ... can bring tears to your eyes or laughter to your
heart. The tradition is still with us and always will be while we have a comment to
make, a true love to woo, an event to remember or a cause to champion.” Col Wright

The longevity of Wellyfest is certainly proof of that. Look out for more news about how
we're acknowledging the 60 festival in the weeks to come, and get ready to share
some of your memories at Wellyfest 2025!

Janette Munneke
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13. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region -
please check websites or email for updates

Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club

When: 4th Friday of the month, 7.30 - 9.30pm. A club forplayingand/or listening to
(mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable

Where: Lower Hutt, Cost: $5 per night

Contact:Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 |lynne@scott.gen.nz

Levin Folk Music Club

When: 2nd Friday of month, 7.30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.
Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper)
Club Night: 4« Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha.

Where: Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and MiddlesexSt.

Details: Website: www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz

Mainly Acoustic Music Club

When: (Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm

Where: Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt

Contact:Fiona Armstrong-Mclntosh 0211205961 fionastrongmc@gmail.com
Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz
Website: https://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming attractions/

Morris dancing: Dave Barnes http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/

Péneke Shanty Club

When: 1= and 3« Thursday of the month 7-9pm
Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, 10a Cambridge Terrace, Wellington
https://www.facebook.com/PonekeShantyClub/

Pukerua Bay Folk Club

When: 1st Thursday of the month, 8pm (no club night in January)
Where: 9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay
Contact:Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com

Trad Singing Session with Dave Barnes hosting

When: 2nd Monday of the month, from about 6.45pm

Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. This session celebrates unaccompanied
singing in traditional style. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar.

Contact:Dave Barnes david.barnes@xtra.co.nz

Wellington Bluegrass Society
When: 3rd Friday of the month, 8pm
Where: Check the website for latest

Contact:Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, bluegrass@xtra.co.nz
www.wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/

Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club - for learning in the “"by ear” style
When: Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday

Where: Depends on who is hosting it each time. All levels welcome.
Contact:Iain Matcham 04 568 8635, email iain@jumbletree.com
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