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Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville
(up behind the former Collective Community Club)

Highlights this month:

7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

AGM Sunday 17 August 2:30pm - p.2

Sound system workshop Monday 4 August — p.5

Subs due now for the 2025-2026 year - p.5

New-look Joan Prior Award for young folk - call for applications — p.5

August 2025: In thisissue

AR monthly concert featuring the Poneke Shanty Club, with Tamara and
Divine Pitch, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane Monday 18 August
The Monthly Concert Nights are held 7:30pm every 3rd Monday

AR AGM Sunday 17 August 2:30pm - only paid members can vote

Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
Wednesday 6 August 1:30 pm

Open Mic at Plimmerton Boating Club, Thursday 14 August 7Zpm

AR monthly Singaround, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville,
Wednesday 20 August 1:30-3:30pm.

Newtown Acoustic’s Sound Open Mic at The Office, 124 Riddiford Street,
Sundays 10 & 31 August 5:15-8pm.

Review by Kevin Ikin of the July AR concert

Subs for 2025-2026 year due

Sound System Tutorial Monday 4 August 6:30-9:30pm
Joan Prior Award - seeking applications from young folkies
About Acoustic Routes

Want to perform?

Acoustic Routes Contacts

Balladeer Music Noticeboard

Other regular folk events/contacts in the region

This newsletter can be printed out from a pdf located on the website

http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/



http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/

1. AR monthly concert featuring Poneke Shanty Club, with
Tamara and Divine Pitch, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
Johnsonville, Monday 18 August 7pm for 7:30 Start

Poneke Shanty Club

Poneke Shanty Club (PSC) is a community of people who enjoy
sea shanties and folk songs and love to sing them with friends
and strangers. About 60 of them have been meeting twice a
month at Welsh Dragon pub for almost 3 years, and you can
also find them at Rumours Rum Bar. In short, they're a “joyful
group of shanty and song nerds who come together and have a
grand old time--Shanty Club is friends” ... “Fantastic, friendly
and fun, where everyone is welcome.”

They've performed at Thunderbird and Wellyfest and they’re sure to give your vocal
chords a workout! Listen to a playlist of favourite shanties and check out the
accompanying songbook from their website: https://linktr.ee/ponekeshantyclub

Support Acts: Tamara and Divine Pitch

Tamara

Tamara has been lurking around the edges of the Wellington folk
scene for a few years now - you may have sung with her at late-night
Trad sessions at Wellyfest, or in one of the local drinking
establishments. She mostly sings unaccompanied, because she can
generally do that in her car or kitchen without causing any
unfortunate accidents ;) Photo credit: Gerard Hudson.

Divine Pitch

Divine Pitch is a duo of Stephen Riddell and
Megan Ward. Both have backgrounds in classical
music and discovered folk music through the
local folk networks in Wellington.

Stephen on guitar, and Megan on fiddle,
mandolin, etc, perform songs and tunes original
and traditional, at the “divine pitch” of A=432Hz.
Find them on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/@DivinePitchCreations

Entry: $20/$15 for AR members. Cash only (no EFTPOS facilities).

See directions for entering the building on page one.

Please note, to get the members’ rate, you'll need to have subscribed for the 2025-2026
year which began in July. (See point 8 below.) You’ll also need to have paid up to be
able to vote at the:

2. AGM, Sunday 17 August 2:30pm

Upstairs at the Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville. Please come along to

have your say and show your support for your hard-working committee! We’d love to

have more folk join the committee so we can spread the load a bit, so please consider
whether you can contribute in some way this coming year.
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3. Acoustic Routes Social Club, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman
Lane, Wednesday 6 August 1.30pm

The first half-hour of the August social club will feature Kevin Ikin who has been part
of the Welllngton folk community since 1986, when he moved from Dunedin. He started
S out with the Pioneer Pog 'n' Scroggin Bush Band in Dunedin and was

~ ! part of the long-lived Wellington Ceilidh band, The Jimmies. He
X | currently plays with the Haewai Collective and the Melling Station Boys
¢ | bluegrass band. He plays string things (guitar, mandolin, tenor banjo
. and bouzouki), blows harmonicas and occasionally hits things (drums).
Kevin also writes songs, often about the silly and insane things
happening in the world around us. He says there are no shortage of
subjects to sound off about. He will play a few of his own songs at the
% social club, as well as some good old Kiwi favourites. Oh, by the way,
_‘ | he talks to trees (a lot).
WL Photo credit: Gerard Hudson.

In the second half, we’ll go around the circle and you’re welcome to lead a song or tune
if you wish. All welcome; bring instruments and voices.
See the map to the venue on the front page. $5 charge for the musician.

4. Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road
Plimmerton, Thursday 14 August 7pm
Hosted by Roy McGuinness. —

Please note: no pre-booked spots this month, put

your name up when you get there. Spread the word. —
Plimmerton Open Mic has shifted back to Monthly

second Thursdays.

5. AR Monthly Singaround, Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman Lane,
Johnsonville, Wednesday 20 August 1:30-3:30 pm

Bring songs, tunes or poems to share, or just come to join in.

Hosted by Margaret Pullar at our new venue (see the map to the venue on the front
page.) No charge for entry. Feel free to purchase tea, coffee, drinks and snacks at the
bar. Held the third Wednesday of every month.

6. Newtown Acoustic Sound’s Open Mic, Upstairs at The Office,
124 Riddiford Street, Sundays 10 & 31 August 5:15 - 8pm

NEWTOWN
ACOUSTIC SOUND

sy -t b Newtown Acoustic Sound's "Open Mic", upstairs at The Office Bar in
Upstairat i Riddiford Street, Newtown, in association with Acoustic Routes,
RERREE B organised by Janine Mitchell with back-up from Kevin Ikin.

EVERY 2ND and LAST Sunday

of the month
g?mgj Contact: janinemitchell04@gmail.com, kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz,

= or newtownacousticsound@gmail.com
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7. RheViPe.'}N of the Tracey Haskell concert with West Road and
the PJs

Three acts warmed us up on the chilly winter’s night and drew a good turnout to
Acoustic Routes’ new venue at the Johnsonville Club:

West Road (Ron Craig, Andrea Cocks and Chris
Roseveare) broke the ice with a set that mixed a bit of
country and other ingredients, nicely performed on
guitar, fiddle and bass, flavoured with vocal harmonies.
They opened with a Paul Brady song, “Rainbow”,
followed by Buddy Miller’s “"Don’t Tell Me” and Flatt and
Scruggs’ “Don’t This Road Look Rough and Rocky”. A
nostalgic Ron Hinds song” 1962"” also made the mix,
wrapped up with an Everly Brothers classic, “Let It Be
Me” which we learnt, started life as a French song.

Pls

I always enjoy hearing this mainly acapella duo. Pam
Gerrish Nunn and Jenny Kilpatrick blend their voices so
naturally it’s really satisfying to listen to them. They choose
interesting songs too, often with a social message.

They started with two labour songs - "The Doffing Mistress”
from Ireland and a Canadian song about working in a
salmon canning factory. This line from the song will give you the picture: “high is the
smell, low is the pay, long are the hours, why do we stay”. A couple of trad songs to
follow in which people turned into a tree (“Arbutus”) and a swan (“Polly Fon”). The set
back in New Zealand with “The Starlight Hotel”, a song echoing the days of the
swaggers from Chris Prowse’s CD “There Goes The Shiner”.

Tracey Haskell

I haven't heard Tracey sing for a while, so her coming to
perform for us all the way from Tahora, deep in the
Taranaki hinterland, was real treat. She gave us a generous
selection of her songs, often evoking personal experiences
and memories. One that stood for me in particular was
“Made in a Moment”, her fond memory of fixing up an old
building in Whangamomona, where she had a little shop.
Her enduring memory is the smell of ... linseed oil. She
drew on her nursing experiences and caring for people with
songs such as “Do No Harm” and a “Cascade of Memories”.
There were songs with lots of evocative imagery, such as
“Irish Lace” inspired by seeing a spiders web, and humour
too in reminiscences about dodgy roads and dodgy driving.
Tracey sang 17 songs for us, a longer than usual set, but
because the songs were to the point and pithy, she kept things moving at a good pace.

A shout out too, to Stephen Riddell, who did a grand job as usual on sound.

So, another test for the new venue. I think people are warming to it.

The acoustics are not bad and while something needs to get done about the lighting for
the concerts, I hear there may be moves afoot on that front.

Reviewed by Kevin Ikin.



8. Reminder that Subs are due for 2025-2026 year

We’'re a month into the financial year, which means subs are due for the year July ‘25
to June '26. The form is on the website, along with details for payment. You can also
pay your subs at any of the Acoustic Routes main concerts — monthly third Mondays.
Subs have gone up by $5.00 as agreed at the 2024 AGM. Anyone RENEWING their
membership can simply pay the sub and advise the treasurer of any change of
physical address, email address or phone number. If you are not currently a member
and would like to join, you must complete the form and send it through, as per new
incorporated society regulations instituted last year. We look forward to your support
for the upcoming year. The club is nothing without you!

9. Sound System / PA Tutorial Monday 4 August 6:30 - 9:30pm

Acoustic Routes has recently purchased a new sound system. Stephen Riddell will be
holding a tutorial covering the basics of how the system works, as well as some tips
and tricks for live sound engineering.

If you want to learn more about microphones, mixing, and how sound works, please
register with: Ruth Birnie President@acousticroutes.org.nz Mobile 027 451 5486

We ideally hope for people who have some knowledge or experience who would like to
upskill and be able help us with sound if/as required.

This workshop is not really aimed at people who have never laid a hand on a sound
system before - although they are welcome to come and learn.

WHERE: The Johnsonville Club (second floor), 1 Norman Lane, Johnsonville
WHAT TO BRING: Pen and paper, various musical instruments, microphones or other
sound gear (optional).

10. Joan Prior Award 2025 - call for e %@@%
applications @& U ,ﬁ%ﬁ@

for YOUNG FOLKIES
We're calling for entries for a new and different Joan

Prior Award! If you're aged 18-25, live in the Wellington Region, and are keen to
develop your folk music skills or interest (or if you know someone who is), check
out the page on the website. https://acousticroutes.org.nz/joan-prior-award-

entry/

You may be able to get a grant to help with travel, attendance at festivals or
workshops, tuition, even sound recording. No performance necessary, just
enthusiasm for music of a traditional nature, old or new, and a plan to grow your
music skills and interest. Closing date for applications: Monday 15 September.

11. About Acoustic Routes

Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who
enjoy playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music.

Our main monthly event is every third Monday except in October, December
and January. It generally features a concert, usually with a visiting or local artist
and support acts from amongst our membership.

Other regular (monthly) events include an informal Social Club with a booked
guest, and a Singaround, both afternoon sessions, where attendees can
participate. We also support two Open Mic Gigs: the Newtown Acoustic Sound at
the Office Pub in Newtown, and the Open Mic at the Plimmerton Boat Club.

Members get discounted entry and a say in the club's activities. The membership
year is from July to June. To join, go to https://acousticroutes.org.nz/join-us/.
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Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The
Balladeer) at the start of every month, also an
acoustic gig guide for the Wellington region
(Acoustic Routes update) later in the month.
You can subscribe online on this webpage -

https://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/ or contact ~
publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz. ‘ b
Our venue for the third Monday event, Social Club Previous

and Singaround is the Johnsonville Club, 1 Norman venue

Lane, Johnsonville, Wellington J'ville Club

12. Want to perform?

The Acoustic Routes Committee would like to hear from you if you \f
are interested in performing at our events, including support ~
acts for our monthly concerts. Contact us at: 3 .

performers@acousticroutes.org.nz.

13. Acoustic Routes contacts

President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz

Correspondence: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Treasurer/Membership: Sue Ikin treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
Balladeer: Anna Macfarlane balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz

Acoustic Routes updates: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz

Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand.
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz

14. Balladeer Music Noticeboard
Where you can advertise your music-related items—lessons, instruments, gigs,
band members wanted, etc.

Aotearoa NZ Folk Music Alliance (ANZFA) Folk Music Awards 2025 -
nominations open now, deadline for submissions 31 August 2025

Seeking submissions for the Best Folk Album 2025, in a possible five categories: Best
Traditional, Best Original, Best Kiwiana, Best Americana and the overall Best
Folk Album 2025, voted for by current ANZFA members, for albums released between
1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. Find out more and enter on the website.
https://anzfa.org.nz/

Winterlude - Songs & Verse at The Undercurrent, 118 Tory Street, Wellington,
Friday 1 August 6:30pm

Barry Saunders (Warratahs), Caroline Easther (with friends), Alan Galloway (with
Tatiana Sogrina), Poet Nikki-Lee Birdsey, Poet @rebekahburgesspoetry

Songwriters Saturday at The Realm, Moxham Avenue, Hataitai,

Saturday 2 August 6:30pm

Rachel Hird on vocals and piano, with Brenda Shearer on vocals; Irish singer, guitarist
Stephen Hill; Hanne Jostensen, piano & vocals and lastly the Grey Dog Band.

Winter Ceilidh with Celtic Plus at Ngaio Union Church, Kenya Street, Ngaio,
Saturday 2 August, 7pm - Entry by koha. Please bring a plate.
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Ben Chavasse Unplugged With Strings — Support from Bronwyn Wilde,
Vogelmorn Upstairs, Sunday 3 August 3pm for 4pm

Indie-folk artist Ben, accompanied with string arrangements performed by Karen Hu
(cello), and Hijiri Yamamoto (violin).

The Bitter Brothers, Vogelmorn Upstairs, Friday 8 August 6:30 for 7:30pm

A five-piece, Wellington based, southern gothic, old-time, alt-folk, alt-country musical
experience. Multiple instruments and voices, delightfully unexpected arrangements,
tempos, and smile-inducing harmonies.

The Carol Bean Band Sturgeon Moon House Concert with
Costa Botes and George Packard at Hilltop, Saturday 9 August 6:30 for 7Zpm
Tea, coffee and snacks provided. www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/

Wellington Bluegrass Society, Old-time Music and Bluegrass jam session at
Alicetown Community House, 38 Victoria Street (cnr Victoria & Buckley Sts)
Sunday 10 August 2-5pm bluegrass@xtra.co.nz

‘Better Taxes for a Better Future Campaign’ Love and Tax Fundraiser at Meow,
9 Edward St, Sunday 10 August 7pm Tax Justice Aotearoa and the Better Taxes
Campaign fundraising gig at Meow, with the Zimmermans and songwriter Lake South.
MC is comedian Lesa MacLeod-Whiting, speaker Max Rashbrooke. Bring cash for door
sales, raffle tickets and merch.

Mainly Acoustic Music Club, Mayfair Cafe - 116 Main Street,

Upper Hutt, Tuesday 12 August 7:30-10pm

Double Feature Steve McDonald (Celtic) & Lisa Tomlins (Soulful Classics), with
Singer/songwriter Bea opening. www.mainlyacoustic.co.nz/contact-us

Sue Dyson’s Lounge Tour with Freddy Sayer (of The Pretty Boys),

at Hilltop, Upland Road, Kelburn, Saturday 16 August 6:30 for 7pm
Featuring the songs of Linda Ronstadt and Carole King

Tea’s, coffee and snacks provided. www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/

Songwriter Showcase #105 at Moon, Riddiford St, Newtown, Sunday
17 August 6pm Featuring The Faustians, Martin Andrews, Beans and Billy Lyrical

The Early Bobs House Concert, Hilltop, Saturday 23 August 6:30 for 7pm

From Dylan’s Dust Bowl ballads to his biting protest songs, Clayton Taylor and Nate
Torvik take you from 1961 to 1979 with authenticity, soul, and a whole lot of magic.
Tea’s, coffee and snacks provided. www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz/upcoming-gigs/

Mandolin Workshops, Hilltop, Sunday 24 August

Beginners 10 - 11am (one hour) Intermediate+ 1 - 3pm (two hours)
Beginners $20/$15 unwaged Intermediate+ $30/$20 unwaged

Nathan Torvik is one of New Zealand’s most quietly brilliant multi-instrumentalists. His
approach is intuitive, flexible, and energising. It's a special chance to learn from one of
NZ’s most respected ‘string whisperers’. Book online www.hilltophouseconcerts.co.nz

Don and the Divorcees album "Bit Players" is now available online (at all the usual
places). Here is the link to it on Spotify -
https://open.spotify.com/album/48tWbat]VEFH3RRUuoGWTVI?si=b6gNTIewRtmTK39AYC
Z6BA
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15. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region -
please check websites or email for updates

Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club

When: 4th Friday of the month, 7.30 - 9.30pm. A club forplayingand/or listening to
(mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable

Where: Lower Hutt, Cost: $5 per night

Contact:Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 |lynne@scott.gen.nz

Levin Folk Music Club

When: 2nd Friday of month, 7.30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.
Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper)
Club Night: 4« Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha.

Where: Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and MiddlesexSt.

Details: Website: www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz

Mainly Acoustic Music Club

When: (Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm

Where: Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt

Contact:Fiona Armstrong-Mclntosh 0211205961 fionastrongmc@gmail.com
Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz
Website: https://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming attractions/

Morris dancing: Dave Barnes http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/

Péneke Shanty Club

When: 1= and 3« Thursday of the month 7-9pm
Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, 10a Cambridge Terrace, Wellington
https://www.facebook.com/PonekeShantyClub/

Pukerua Bay Folk Club

When: 1st Thursday of the month, 8pm (no club night in January)
Where: 9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay
Contact:Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com

Trad Singing Session with Dave Barnes hosting

When: 2nd Monday of the month, from about 6.45pm

Where: The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. This session celebrates unaccompanied
singing in traditional style. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar.

Contact:Dave Barnes david.barnes@xtra.co.nz

Wellington Bluegrass Society
When: 3rd Friday of the month, 8pm
Where: Check the website for latest

Contact:Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, bluegrass@xtra.co.nz
www.wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/

Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club - for learning in the “"by ear” style
When: Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday

Where: Depends on who is hosting it each time. All levels welcome.
Contact:Iain Matcham 04 568 8635, email iain@jumbletree.com
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