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  The Balladeer 
Monthly newsletter of Acoustic Routes, Wellington's folk music club 

 
 

www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 
 

November 2023  

In this issue: 

1. AR monthly concert - showcase local treasures, with Robyn-Lynn Webber, 

Margaret Pullar, West Road, Helen Dorothy, and Jenny & Tony, The Collective 

Community Hub, 33 Johnsonville Road, Thursday 23 November, 7:30 pm  
2. Open Mic at Plimmerton Boating Club, Wednesday 8 November, 7:30 pm 

3. Open Mic at The Office, Newtown, Sundays 12 & 26 November, 5:15 – 8pm  

4. Final AR monthly singaround for 2023, The Collective Community Hub 33 

Johnsonville Road, Monday 20 November. This will be a special event with an 

earlier start time of 6:00 pm 

5. Acoustic Routes Christmas Party, Sunday 10 December, Anne and Roy’s 
home, 21 Gordon Road, Plimmerton, 2.00 pm 

6. Introducing the Aotearoa NZ Folk Alliance (ANZFA) 

7. The 2023 Joan Prior Awards, Summing Up 

8. Review of the AR September concert featuring Frank & Erin with Rob Greenfield, 

and Toil & Trouble, by Jude Madill  

9. Farewell to Tony Larsen, by Janette Munneke 

10. Balladeer Music Noticeboard 
11. Want to perform? 

12. About Acoustic Routes 

13. Acoustic Routes contacts 

14. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region 

 

This newsletter can be printed out from a pdf located on the website 
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/   

  

http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/
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1. AR monthly concert – showcasing local treasures, with 
Robyn-Lynn Webber, Margaret Pullar, West Road, Helen 
Dorothy, and Jenny & Tony. The Community Hub, 33 
Johnsonville Road, Thursday 23 November, 7:30 pm  

 

Robyn-Lynn is a singer-songwriter from Kapiti. She was 

inspired by music at a young age but didn’t take to the stage 
until later, but now making up for lost time. It was while taking 

singing lessons with Charlotte Yates that she got inspired to 

get into the realm of songwriting. She was living in the city at 

the time and Newtown Acoustic was her introduction to the folk 

scene. She is influenced by all kinds of music and her songs 

are about everyday situations and more. She recorded her first 

CD at the end of 2022.   

Margaret Pullar discovered Acoustic Routes as a 16-year-old 

back in the Holland Street days and has been heavily involved in 

running the folk club for many years. She has been treasurer, 

secretary, Balladeer producer and committee member as well as 

a regular attender. While she has always joined in with sing-

arounds, this is her first guest appearance at the club. Over the 
last year she has finally worked hard at improving her skills, 

learning new songs, and now is regularly performing at the 

Plimmerton Boating Club and small festivals. 

 

West Road (Ron Craig, Andrea Coop and Christine Roseveare) have played together 

for so long we can’t remember how it started but it has 
been a fun few years, with lots of practice (and chat) 

and the very occasional gig! They offer three-part 

harmonies, Ron’s renowned finger picking, Andrea’s 

lyrical fiddle and Christine’s sympathetic (with a bit of a 

groove) electric bass playing. Their music is mostly 

Americana – songs from Buddy Miller, Julie Miller, 

Susanna Clark, Guy Clark with a bit of Richard 
Thompson and Joan Baez thrown in. Expect smooth 

harmonies and songs worth listening to.  

 

For the best part of two decades now, Helen Dorothy has been on a quest to write 

the ultimate song (which she knows doesn’t really exist 

but that just might stand out amongst the ‘230 million’ 
that have gone before…) and refine her performance - 

guitar and voice - to draw in and engage the listener, 

whilst pursuing a small number of gig opportunities 

with next to no personal social media output!  

That’s just how it is - it’s a conundrum, but it’s also an 

appealing challenge. She maintains her music is on 

slow cook, hoping the longer it gently simmers away, 
the more tender and robust it will become. Helen Dorothy has produced three studio 

albums, won favourable reviews in UKs fRoots magazine, and tucked a few folk/arts 

festival performances under her belt. Occasionally collaborating with some highly 

regarded musicians as well as a published poet, she keeps on chipping away at her 

craft in a way that allows her to stay true to herself! 

https://helendorothy.bandcamp.com/music 

https://helendorothy.bandcamp.com/music
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Jenny and Tony will be singing songs by Dick Coker, who 

lived in Auckland and Wellington, played his songs at folk 

clubs from the late 1960s to this century, and died last year 

after a long illness.  

 

Jenny Kilpatrick met Dick and Kath when she joined her big 
brother Murray in the Wellington folk scene in the early 

seventies and met Tony Ricketts in Auckland in the mid-

eighties. Since 1990 she and Tony have been expanding each other’s musical horizons. 

Jenny’s Brit-trad roots and fondness for old blues meeting Tony’s rock’n’roll past and 

singer/songwriter inclination meant they were bound at some stage to graduate to 

Dick’s songs, with his combination of satire and social commentary, word play and 

wit. 
 

Entry: $15/$10 for AR members. Cash only (no eftpos facilities). 

 

 

2. Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road 
Plimmerton, Wednesday 8 November, 7pm 

 

Second Wednesday of the month. Spread the 

word.  
 

Same Ole MC. 

Roy McGuinness 021433878 

 

 

3. Newtown Open Mic upstairs at The Office, Sundays 

12 & 26 November, 5:15 - 8 pm  

Newtown Acoustic Sound's "Open Mic", upstairs at The Office Bar 

in Riddiford Street, Newtown. 

The 10th of December will be the final Open Mic for 2023 and we 

will resume in February 2024 - date TBA. 

Contact:  kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz, or 

newtownacousticsound@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:newtownacousticsound@gmail.com
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4. Final AR monthly singaround for 2023, Rimu Room, The 

Collective Community Hub, 33 Johnsonville Road, 
Monday 20 November, 6:00 pm 

 

The last singaround of the year will begin 

earlier and you are invited to bring 

takeaways (for yourself, not a potluck meal). 

There are at least 10 takeaway shops within 

5 minutes’ walk. The hub is licensed so feel 
free to bring your own drink. There are wine 

glasses and cutlery on site and there will be 

tables and chairs set up for eating in our private room. 

 

The plan is to have plenty of social time before the usual singaround, so don’t forget 

your songs, tunes or poems to share, or just come to join in.  
 

Tea and coffee are provided. Entry $4. Third Monday of every month. The Hub is easy 

walking from the Johnsonville train station and bus stops.  

 

 

5. Acoustic Routes Christmas Party, Sunday 10 December, 
Anne and Roy’s home, 21 Gordon Road, Plimmerton, 
2.00 pm 

Yes, it really is nearly that time of year! This year’s Christmas 

Party is at a venue that will be familiar to many of you, because it 

has been the scene of many an up-close-and-personal concert, not 
to mention the annual Waitangi Day gathering. We’re lucky to be 

able to continue the recent tradition of holding our Christmas party 

on the Kapiti Coast, this year hosted by the magnificent Anne 

McGregor and Roy McGuinness. 

Please bring a plate of food for supper, a bottle of what you like to 

drink, and of course instruments and songs. We ask that you give 
a Koha, which will be donated to Atareira Mental Health Support in 

time for Christmas. Disposable plates etc. will be provided but 

those of you who have picnic sets could bring them too, to help 

reduce the waste. Sorry no dogs. 

We warmly invite you, your family and any like-minded and/or musical friends to 

come along and welcome in the season with music and festivity! 

6. Introducing the Aotearoa NZ Folk Alliance (ANZFA) 

 

ANFA is a new national organisation formed to promote, 

resource and reward excellence in folk music through 

showcases, concerts and conventions, music awards, artist 
support, advocacy, networking, and cluband festival 

support. 
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ANZFA is a charitable organisation with trustees Bev Young, Mike Moroney, Bob 

McNeill, Chris Priestley, Chris Penman and Gerry Paul. 

 

Check the website to learn more, join and/or donate. https://anzfa.org.nz/ 
 

7. The 2023 Joan Prior Awards, Summing Up 

It’s been another excellent year for the Acoustic Routes Joan Prior Young Performers 
Award. Our seven award winners (six solo performers and a duo) were in top form at 

the Joan Prior concert at 2023 Wellyfest and gave us an awe-inspiring taste of their 

singing, musicianship, and songwriting. 

 

So, a big thank you to River Hann-Ellen, Catherine Bullock, Dee van Wel, Ella Doty 

and Toby Sussex, Fergus Cardwell-Dray, and Abbey. 

 
Ella and Toby, two fifths of the band “My Cosmic Girl”, also won the inaugural 

Kettlewink Award for the best live performance at the Joan Prior and other youth 

concerts at the festival. It will give them the opportunity to record a high-quality 

video to help them on their musical journey. 

 

Thanks also to Don Mackay for providing sound 
and helping to run the concert, to Paige for doing 

the sound and to Tony Ricketts for producing the 

award certificates again this year. 

 

And of course, there’s more to come! The Joan 

Prior winners will feature in the Young Performers 
Showcase coming up at the Moon Bar in Newtown 

on Sunday evening, November 5, where you can 

enjoy more of their wonderful music. 

The showcase, part of Don Mackay’s Songs6021 

series, will be supported by Newtown Festival. 

Check out the Songs6021 Facebook page. 

 
 

8. Review, AR September concert featuring Frank & Erin 
with Rob Greenfield, and Toil & Trouble, by Jude Madill  

On Thursday 28th September I had the immense pleasure of compering the Acoustic 

Routes concert. 

 

The evening started with a set from Toil and Trouble: Jude Douglas, Ron Craig, and 

Mary Hubble. They played a lovely mix of songs and tunes, starting with their version 

of Rivers Run by Karine Polwart. They had more instruments than people (which at 
first might seem excessive), and this enabled them to choose the sound best suited to 

each number. Toil and Trouble rounded out their perhaps-unintentionally water 

themed set with Queen of Waters by Nancy Kerr and James Fagan. 

 

Before the break, we were treated to a short set by the main act, Frank and Erin, 

joined by Rob Greenfield on double bass. The musicianship was superb from the start, 
Frank’s tasty picking on resonator, with Erin’s fabulous backing on second guitar, 

topped (or bottomed?) off with Rob’s excellent bass playing. This set included two 

original instrumentals - Gospel, featuring the beautiful fiddle playing of Jude Douglas, 
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and Venice, with fabulous accompaniment from Ryan John. They then led us into the 

break with the inimitable Robin Brew joining them to lead a heartfelt rendition of Devil 

Woman by Marty Robbins. Leaving everyone with an ear worm to go with their cup of 

tea. 

 

After the intermission, we settled in for more magic instrumentals, from the beautiful 
Tennessee Waltz, to the happiest version I’ve heard of House of the Rising Sun. The 

rest of the set got better and better. Frank and Erin are working on an album of 

instrumental music so we were treated to more original tunes, including Chet’s 

Country and Blues for Ryan, interspersed with songs led by Erin, in her rich honey 

voice. They rounded the set off by getting Peter Dyer up on stage to lead his song Go 

Ahead and Cry. It was fabulous. The crowd cheered for more, and we were not 
disappointed. To our surprise and great pleasure Frank led Bob Dylan’s You Ain’t 

Going Nowhere as an encore, getting Neil Billington up on stage to add some 

harmonica to the mix. 

 

All-in-all a superb night of music. Thank you Toil and Trouble for your delightful first 

set. And thank you Frank John and Erin Manu for travelling to us and playing such 

beautiful music. 
 

9. Farewell to Tony Larsen 

In October we farewelled a long-term supporter of the club, Tony Larsen. Tony and his 

wife Kay were staunch supporters of Acoustic Routes, contributing time and energy to 

designing and printing our stationery such as the membership cards, the posters we 

used to put up around town back in the days before we had social media and the 
monthly Balladeers, month after month, for years and years and years. They also 

supported the Wellington Bluegrass Society in this way, truly promoting folk/acoustic 

music in the Wellington region. 

  

It seems that Tony was also one of those rare human beings who consciously and 

deliberately reach out to support like-minded people to achieve their goals. The Aro 
Community Hall was full to capacity on Monday 16 October, with many speaking about 

how Tony had provided them with soul sustenance in the form of reading material, 

articles and books, as well as music, both recorded and shared in person, often 

unexpected. 

    

I’ll probably be accused of being sexist, but it seems to me to be particularly rare in 

males of the species, to be so deliberately and consciously nurturing of other men’s 
friendship and aspirations. I woke up the morning after the funeral thinking of the 

heartfelt eulogies of the previous day, and I thought how blessed we are to be part of 

this folk community, which, if not always perfectly inclusive, supportive, creative, 

peace-loving and human, is at least much more so than many, thanks in large part to 

individuals like Tony finding their home here. I’m sure if there’s a non-religious form 

of heaven somewhere, that is open to healthy debate and inclusive of good-hearted 
people of all genders, races and backgrounds, Tony will find it, or it will find him.   

 

The MC talked about us carrying Tony’s spirit with us and, attending the Wellington 

Follk Festival at Labour Weekend, seeing and hearing and experiencing folkies 

encouraging, applauding, teaching, sharing and generally helping others in their music 

journey, it was clear to me that that spirit is alive and well and here with us. 
 

Janette Munneke 

For the Wellington Folk Centre Committee 
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10. Balladeer music noticeboard 

Where you can advertise your music-related items—lessons, instruments, gigs, 

band members wanted, etc. 
 

a) Songwriters Showcase, The Moon Bar, 167 Riddiford Street Newtown: 

Sundays 19 November and 3 December, 7pm 
 

5 November Young Performers Showcase featuring the 2023 Joan Prior Award 

winners 

19 November The Divorcees, Nick Hyde, Florence Kitteridge and Gabriel Treacy-
Bond 

3 December “The best of 2023 show” featuring Bill Hickman, Milly Moon, LOST 

BIRD and Beans Maries 

 

Doors from 5:30pm, Music from 6:30pm. $12 from Eventfinda or $15 at the door. 

 
Contact us at Songs6021@gmail.com  

Follow us at Songs6021 on Facebook and Instagram 

 

 

11. Want to perform? 
 

The AR Committee would like to hear from you if you are interested in 

performing at our events, including support acts for our monthly 

concerts. Contact us at performers@acousticroutes.org.nz. 

 

12. About Acoustic Routes 

Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who enjoy 

playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music. 

The fourth Thursday of the month generally features a concert, usually with a visiting 

artist and support acts from amongst our membership. Check the website or the 

Balladeer for updates about the venue. 

Members get priority access to performance opportunities and can have input into the 

club's activities. To join, email treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz. 

Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The Balladeer) at the start of every month, 
and also an acoustic gig guide for the Wellington region (Acoustic Routes update). You 

can subscribe online, or contact publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz. 
 

 

13. Acoustic Routes contacts 

President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Correspondence: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Treasurer/Membership:  Sue Ikin treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Balladeer: editor Philippa Boy balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz  

Acoustic Routes update email: Anne McGregor secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

mailto:Songs6021@gmail.com
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
http://eepurl.com/mP90b
mailto:publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:president@acousticroutes.org
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
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14. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region 

– please check websites or email for updates  

Trad Singing Session with Dave Barnes hosting 

When: 2nd and 4th Monday of the month, from about 6.45pm 
Where The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. This session celebrates unaccompanied 

singing in traditional style. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar.  

Contact: Dave Barnes david.barnes@xtra.co.nz 

Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club 

When: 4th Friday of the month, 7.30 - 9.30pm. A club for playing and/or listening to 

(mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable 

Where:  Lower Hutt.  

Cost: $5 per night 
Contact:  Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 lynne@scott.gen.nz 

 
Levin Folk Music Club 

When: 2nd Friday of month, 7.30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.  

 Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper) 

Club Night: 4th Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha. 

Where:  Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and Middlesex St. 

Website: www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz 

 

Mainly Acoustic Music Club 
When: (Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm  

Where:  Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt 

Contact:  Mary Khalil 021 02314505 mary.khalil@xtra.co.nz 

Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz 
Website:  http://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming-attractions/ 
 

Morris dancing: Dave Barnes http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/ 

Pukerua Bay Folk Club 

When: 1st Thursday of the month, 8pm (no club night in January) 

Where:  9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay 
Contact:  Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com 

 

Wellington Bluegrass Society 

When: 3rd Friday of the month, 8pm  
Where: 54 Richmond Street, Petone 

Contact:  Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, bluegrass@xtra.co.nz  

 http://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/ 
 

Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club 

When: Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday 

Where:  Depends on who is hosting it this time! A club for learning tunes in the 

traditional "by ear" style, it welcomes fiddlers of all levels. 
Cost: Mostly free 

Contact:  Iain Matcham 04 568 8635, email iain@jumbletree.com 

mailto:david.barnes@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lynne@scott.gen.nz
http://www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz/
mailto:mary.khalil@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz
http://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming-attractions/
http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/
mailto:bluegrass@xtra.co.nz
http://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/
https://owa.massey.ac.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=b6ZGoQzvd06NTFDkVjrAzHoO8s-VjNAI5UIQWa3JhS0QqHeZ5g6F-2S0WGPlZ0RP1IDcDx7pWtU.&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3BURL=mailto%3aiain%40jumbletree.com

