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  The Balladeer 
Monthly newsletter of Acoustic Routes, Wellington's folk music club 

 
 

www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

  

Merry Christmas 

Wishing you peace, joy, and 

lots of music in 2023 
 

 

December 2022: In this issue 

1. Acoustic Routes Christmas Party, 43 Pehi Kupa Street, Waikanae, Sunday 11 
December, 3pm 

2. Open Mic at Plimmerton Boating Club, Wednesday 14 December, 7 pm  

3. Newtown Acoustic  

4. AR monthly singaround, Johnsonville Community Hub, returns Monday 20 

February 2023, 7:30 pm 

5. Making it - Acoustic Routes Saint Andrews Concert review, November 2022 

6. Summer Festivals 
7. Balladeer Music Noticeboard 

8. Want to perform? 

9. About Acoustic Routes 

10. Acoustic Routes contacts 

11. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region 

 
This newsletter can be printed out from a pdf located on the website 

http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/    

http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
http://acousticroutes.org.nz/news/the-balladeer/
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1. Acoustic Routes Christmas Party, 43 Pehi Kupa Street, 
Waikanae, Sunday 11 December, 3pm. 

 

This year’s Christmas Party is at a lovely venue at 

the end of Pehi Kupa Street, Waikanae, across a 

bridge on the eastern side of the railway tracks. 
It is about 700 metres walk north from Waikanae 

train station and there is plenty of off-street 

parking at the end of the drive. 

 

 

 

What To Bring  

Please bring a plate of food for supper, 

a bottle of what you like to drink, and 

of course instruments and songs. We 
ask that you give a Koha, which will be 

donated to Atareira in time for 

Christmas. Disposable plates, etc., will 

be provided but those of you who have 

picnic sets could bring them too, to 

help reduce the waste. Sorry no dogs. 
 

 

  

We warmly invite you, your family and any like-minded and/or musical friends. 

 

 

2. Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road 
Plimmerton, Wednesday 14th December, 7pm 

 

To help support the Plimmerton Boating Club, 
the open mic is now the second Wednesday of 

the month.  

 

Spread the word.  

 

Same Ole MC. 
Roy McGuinness 021433878 
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3. Newtown Open Mic upstairs at The Office, 2nd and last 

Sundays of the month - see you in February 

 

Newtown Acoustic Sound's "Open Mic", upstairs at The Office Bar 

in Riddiford Street, Newtown. 

Contact:  kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz, or 

newtownacousticsound@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4. AR monthly singaround, Johnsonville Community Hub, 
33 Johnsonville Road (that’s on the main street, not 
Frankmoore Ave), 3rd Monday of the month 
- returns Monday 20 February 

2023, 7:30 pm 
 

Bring songs, tunes or poems to share, 

or just come to join in. 

 

Johnsonville Community Hub side room (go into the main room and turn left. 
 

Tea and coffee provided. Entry $4.  

 

5. Making it - Acoustic Routes Saint Andrews concert review, 

November 2022 
 

The smallest of them barely came up to the elbows of the tallest as nine pipers and 

their teacher played, while proud parents filmed from the back of the room. Some of 

us had been a bit afraid of having ten sets of bagpipes in a room, even one the size of 
Roseneath school hall, but it worked! The ‘goose’ brigade started the set off, not 

called that for the sound (although there were one or two very goose-like sounds at 

one point) but because that’s what they were playing - goose pipes.  

 

The last time I heard the pipes was a couple of months ago, sitting in the late sun in 

Princes Street Gardens in Edinburgh, letting the sounds of the sole piper by Waverley 
Station wash over me as I recovered from a stressful journey up Leith Walk (with the 

perpetual rebuilding of the tram lines and a citywide rubbish strike, Edinburgh is not 

the grand and gracious city she once was). Whether it’s Rose Street or Roseneath, 

experts or beginners, there’s something about the sound of the pipes that always gets 

me, and this was no exception. Magic! 

 
Ceol Alba, led by the aptly named Lynne Scott, played some rattling sets of reels 

followed by a Shetland two-step tune. They were lively and played “with energy” as 

instructed by Lynne. Then followed some strathspeys – I’m sure a number would have 

been known to most of the audience, perhaps none more so than the Ashokan 

mailto:newtownacousticsound@gmail.com
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Farewell. “Not all Scottish music is traditional” according to Lynne, and, it would 

seem, not Scottish either, as this one was written by Jay Unger at a fiddle camp in 

America. Stand out tunes for me were Tulcan Lodge by James Scott Skinner in the 

competition set and Coilsfield House, a rather lovely slow air by Nathaniel Gow, with 

space for lots of grace notes. The group usually meets to play tunes together and 

doesn’t often perform out, but I’m glad it did on this occasion. 
 

Main act John Sutherland took us on a journey around Scotland, along the roads and 

the miles to Dundee, from the haunting highlanders lament to the banks and braes of 

bonnie Doon in Ayrshire. Susan joined him to sing Coorie Doon, the beautiful miner’s 

lullaby by Matt McGinn and the Burn’s song, O’er the water to Charlie. 

 
Then it was Speyside in Archie Fisher’s song Lindsay, and the rivers Forth and Tay in a 

poem by Dundee poet Violet Jacob, Norland Wind, put to music by Jim Reid. Homesick 

blues. More geese fly through here – hold that thought.  

And far abune the Angus straths I saw the wild geese flee, 

A lang, lang skein o’ beatin’ wings wi’ their heids towards the sea… 

There was more Burns to follow, with Green Grow the Rashes-o, followed by Jack 

Foley’s Lassie in the Morning and Generations of Change by Matt Armour. 
 

Songs of working, loving, fighting, losing, changing. The Scottish condition. The 

human condition. John is an ex-pat Scot who has lived here longer than he ever lived 

in Scotland, and yet he made the country and its rich history come to life for us for 

our Saint Andrews concert. 

 
And finally, we ended up in Perthshire with the Hamish Henderson anthem set to the 

tune Bloody Fields of Flanders (also known as Bonny Glenshee) – Freedom Come All 

Ye. One of my all-time favourites, but I’m going to circle back to Norland Wind to 

finish because we started with geese and it seems right to finish there too – it 

reminded me of a lovely narrative by Karine Polwart that forms part of her Wind 

Resistance – about how geese fly in a v-shaped formation, so the leader can break the 
wind resistance and the ones behind can fly without so much effort. They take turns 

to lead and fall back to rest, relying on the group to get where they’re going. They’d 

never make it on their own. 

 

We are each other’s wind resistance, a human skein. 

And we’re not going to make it on our own. 

 
Karine wrote those words before COVID-19 was even a thing, about the human 

condition in general, and getting through whatever we encounter as our wind 

resistance.  

 

It was great to share in the togetherness of groups of people playing music together, 

from the pipers to Ceol Alba, and John with Susan drawing up the voices and life 
experiences of people who had gone before us, writing songs and poetry, playing 

tunes, protesting, and leading change. And to hang out together again in person with 

like-minded people and music enthusiasts, being each other’s wind resistance.  

 

Janette Munneke 
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6. Summer Festivals 
 
Whare Flat Folk Festival, 30 December 2022 to 3 January 2023 

Set amid native bush in the idyllic setting of Waiora 

Scout Camp near Dunedin, Whare Flat is a place where 

the ancient strains of Celtic music may be heard 

alongside local waiata, American old-time and bluegrass, 

as well as folk music from all around the world. 

Workshops and dance events ensure there is never a 
shortage of ways for everyone to get involved, sharing 

songs, stories and skills - an essential element of the folk 

music tradition. It is a safe, family-friendly festival that keeps people coming back 

year after year to camp, play music and enjoy the wonderful atmosphere. 

https://www.whareflat.org.nz/ 

 
 

Auckland Folk Festival, 27-30 

January 2023 

 

This promises to be an extra special 

weekend. As usual, there is a great 
guest line-up, the dance 

programme, workshops and 

blackboard sessions, along with the 

very popular late-night singing, 

dance and music sessions.  

In addition, to celebrate the 50th, a visual history of the festival has been created 

with material from a variety of sources and there will be a special showcase of artists 

who have supported the festival throughout its history. 

https://www.aucklandfolkfestival.co.nz/ 

7. Balladeer music noticeboard 

Where you can advertise your music-related items—lessons, instruments, gigs, 

band members wanted, etc. 
 

a) Songwriters Showcase at the Moon Bar, 167 Riddiford Street Newtown 

Sunday 4 December, 7 pm 

 
Seamus Johnson, Danica Bryant, Sam Aoake-Austin, Beans Maries (tbc) 

Doors open from 6pm, music from 7pm, door charge $10 

Contact: Don Mackay  6021songs@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whareflat.org.nz/
https://www.aucklandfolkfestival.co.nz/
mailto:6021songs@gmail.com%3e
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b) Competition – 3 Highland pipe tunes for Sinclair Inkster 

Pottinger. New closing date 31 December, 5:30 pm  

• Born 20 January 1895, North Hous, Burra Isle, Shetland  
• Immigrated to New Zealand 27 March 1913 

• Killed in action 26 August 1918 near Grevillers / Baupame 

As a living legacy for Sinclair Inkster Pottinger, and the Shetland and 

Pottinger family diaspora, the Gear family are offering prize money totaling 

NZ $5,000 for the composition of three tunes for highland pipes (highland 

or Scottish small pipes).  
 

1. A slow air or slow march to be titled Peter and Helen Pottinger’s Lament for 

Sinclair (minimum of two parts, $1,500). 

2. A retreat march to be titled Sinclair Pottinger’s Memorial ($2,000): either 

a. 3/4 timing in the style of Green Hills, Battle is Over, etc. (minimum of 2 
parts) or; 

b. 6/8 timing in the style of The Mason’s Apron, Mrs Lily Christie etc. (minimum 

of 2 parts) or; 

c. 9/8 timing in the style of Battle of the Somme, Heather Grant of Strathyre 

etc (minimum of 2 parts) or; 

d. 2/4 timing (minimum of 4 parts). 

3. A reel (traditional dot cut style) or hornpipe to be titled Sinclair Pottinger’s 
Reel/Hornpipe, celebrating the Pottinger family diaspora (minimum of four parts, 

$1,500).  

 

A panel of four independent judges will evaluate the entries: Davey Welsh 

(Wellington), Scott Giffin (Wellington), Alasdair Mckenzie (Invercargill), and Flight 

Sargeant Murray Mansfield QSM. Their decision will be announced on Waitangi Day, 
6 February 2023. The winning tunes will be attributed to the composer, transcribed 

for fiddle, and made available for all to play. 

 

For more information and an entry form, please contact gurdyphilippa@gmail.com 
 

8. Want to perform? 
 

The AR Committee would like to hear from you if you are interested in 

performing at our events, including support acts for our monthly 

concerts. Contact us at performers@acousticroutes.org.nz. 

 
 

9. About Acoustic Routes 

Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who enjoy 

playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music. 

The fourth Thursday of the month generally features a concert, usually with a visiting 

artist and support acts from amongst our membership. Check the website or the 

Balladeer for updates about the venue. 

Members get priority access to performance opportunities and can have input into the 

club's activities. To join, email treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz. 

mailto:gurdyphilippa@gmail.com
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
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Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The Balladeer) at the start of every month, 

and also an acoustic gig guide for the Wellington region (Acoustic Routes update). You 

can subscribe online, or contact publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz. 

 

10. Acoustic Routes contacts 

President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz 

mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com 

Correspondence: Kevin Ikin secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Treasurer/Membership: Peter Whiting treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Balladeer: editor Philippa Boy, producer, Stephen Riddell 

balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz  

Acoustic Routes update email: Kevin Ikin secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz 

Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz 

mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

11. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region 
– please check websites or email for updates  

Trad Singing Session with Dave Barnes hosting 

When: 2nd and 4th Monday of the month, from about 6.45pm 

Where The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. This session celebrates unaccompanied 
singing in traditional style. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar.  

Contact: Dave Barnes david.barnes@xtra.co.nz 

Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club 

When: 4th Friday of the month, 7.30 - 9.30pm. A club for playing and/or listening to 

(mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable 

Where:  Lower Hutt.  

Cost: $5 per night 
Contact:  Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 lynne@scott.gen.nz 

 

Levin Folk Music Club 

When: 2nd Friday of month, 7.30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.  
 Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper) 

Club Night: 4th Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha. 

Where:  Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and Middlesex St. 

Website: www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz 

 

Mainly Acoustic Music Club 

When: (Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm  

Where:  Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt 

Contact:  Mary Khalil 021 02314505 mary.khalil@xtra.co.nz 

Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz 
Website:  http://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming-attractions/ 
 

Morris dancing: Dave Barnes http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/ 

Pukerua Bay Folk Club 

When: 1st Thursday of the month, 8pm (no club night in January) 

http://eepurl.com/mP90b
mailto:publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:president@acousticroutes.org
mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com
http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
mailto:david.barnes@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lynne@scott.gen.nz
http://www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz/
mailto:mary.khalil@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz
http://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming-attractions/
http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/
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Where:  9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay 
Contact:  Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com 
 

Wellington Bluegrass Society 

When: 3rd Friday of the month, 8pm  

Where: 54 Richmond Street, Petone 

Contact:  Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, bluegrass@xtra.co.nz  

 http://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/  
 
Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club 

When: Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday 

Where:  Depends on who is hosting it this time! A club for learning tunes in the 

traditional "by ear" style, it welcomes fiddlers of all levels. 
Cost: Mostly free 

Contact:  Iain Matcham 04 568 8635, email iain@jumbletree.com 

mailto:bluegrass@xtra.co.nz
http://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/
https://owa.massey.ac.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=b6ZGoQzvd06NTFDkVjrAzHoO8s-VjNAI5UIQWa3JhS0QqHeZ5g6F-2S0WGPlZ0RP1IDcDx7pWtU.&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3BURL=mailto%3aiain%40jumbletree.com

