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1. AR monthly concert featuring The Three Js with Chazanne
and Kev & Rosie, Roseneath School Hall, Thursday 22
September, 7:30 pm
Jo Sheffield, Jenny Kilpatrick and Jude Madill The Three Js (a.k.a the Threegals), have played
and sung together in various lineups for a few
years now. Often accompanying each other's solo
projects as well as being part of the lower-NorthIsland-famous Eagles tribute group the Eagals. J,
J and J are looking forward to joining forces to
share some of their favourite music, and a love
of harmony singing, with Acoustic Routes.
Chazanne are an exuberant and engaging duo whose songs
are thought-provoking, witty and highly entertaining. Charles
Harter and Anne O’Donnell share lead vocals and song writing
credits. Their music ranges from frivolous and satirical to
serious and poignant- all observations of the human condition.
Guitar, ukulele, and harps feature alongside close harmonies
and a marvellous cheeky sense of humour.

Kev and Rosie sing predominantly British traditional songs, in
unaccompanied harmony. They met through singing, at Wellyfest,
and have been singing together for almost four years. Kev’s
background farming in Sussex informs his Copper-influenced
repertoire. Rosie was brought up in the Auckland folk scene. They
live on the South Coast of Wellington.

Entry: $15/$10 for members. Cash only (no eftpos facilities).
Please note: The Acoustic Routes Committee has agreed on the following approach
under Orange Covid Level.
• Some audience members may not be fully vaccinated and/or may choose not to
wear a mask, since these are no longer mandatory requirements.
• The Committee encourages audience members to be fully vaccinated and wear a
mask for their own protection.
• Workers and volunteers at gatherings must wear face masks unless they are
exempt.
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2. Newtown Open Mic upstairs at The Office, Sundays 11
& 25 September, 5:15-8pm.
Newtown Acoustic Sound's "Open Mic" is back, upstairs at The
Office Bar in Riddiford Street, Newtown, on Sundays 17 and 25
September
Usual Covid common sense:
•
Follow any restrictions as per The Office requirements
•
Vaccine passes are no longer required, but we do ask you to
be masked unless seated and let’s try to keep 1m distance.
•
Please don’t come if you have ANY symptoms – go and get
tested instead.
Contact: kevin.ikin@supermail.co.nz, or newtownacousticsound@gmail.com

3. Open Mic, Plimmerton Boating Club, 10 Moana Road
Plimmerton, Wednesday 14 September, 7pm
To help support the Plimmerton Boating Club, we
have agreed to move the open mic to the second
Wednesday of the month from now on.
Spread the word.
Same Ole MC.
Roy McGuinness 021433878

4. Report on the Acoustic Routes AGM, 14 August
Once again it was time for Acoustic Routes members to meet and decide who should
be on the Committee for the next financial year, and any other business that was
needed. A quorum of 15 members was present – always a good start. The Treasurer
Karen Munro presented the officially reviewed financial report, showing that the club
has had a good year financially.
All the Officers were re-elected for the 2022-2023 year: President Ruth Birnie,
Secretary Kevin Ikin, and Treasurer Karen Munro. Philippa Boy and Derek Burfield
continue as Committee Members and are joined by Janette Munneke and Margaret
Pullar. Welcome to the new Committee Members - it is always good to have new blood
on the team. Sue Ikin stood down until the next AGM. Many thanks Sue for your latest
five years of work on the committee.
Another task at the AGM is deciding on the most improved performer of the year.
There were several nominations, but the winner was Jo Sheffield. Jo will be
performing in our September concert with The Three Js.
Acoustic Routes is facing the new year with enthusiasm, and we look forward to
enjoying your company at AR events.
Ruth Birnie
3

5. The 2022 Joan Prior Young Performers Awards: entries
close Sunday 18 September
Entries are now open for the 2022 Joan Prior Young Performers Award that Acoustic
Routes (The Wellington Folk Centre) is
running again this year, with an added
attraction.
The award will follow the same format as
last year, when it was revised to make it
less competitive and more encompassing
as an encouragement to young
performers aged from 18 to 25 years. Up
to seven applicants (depending on the number of performers in each act) will be
offered full weekend passes to Wellington Folk Festival and feature in a Young
Performers concert at Wellyfest.
As a new highlight this year, following the Festival, the JPA winners will appear in a
special Young Performers Showcase at the Moon Bar in Newtown, on Sunday
November 6. It will be hosted by Don Mackay, who runs the popular Songwriter
concerts there.
The award is open to singers and instrumentalists, and to performers of traditional as
well as contemporary and original material, living in the wider Wellington region.
Applicants can be a solo performer, or a duo or trio.
All genres of music are acceptable. As a general guide, that includes the wide variety
of mainly acoustic music performed at folk festivals.
You can find full details of the Joan Prior Award and the entry form on the Acoustic
Routes website www.acousticroutes.org.nz
Here’s the direct link: https://acousticroutes.org.nz/joan-prior-award/
The deadline for entries is Sunday, September 18. If you know of young performers
who may be interested, please pass this on.
ANY QUESTIONS? Email: secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz

6. WELLYFEST 2022, Brookfield Outdoor Education Centre,
21-24 October

The Committee is excited about the varied lineup of local Kiwi talent who have signed in for this
year’s festival. There is a mix of real tradition with contemporary writers and interpreters of several
strands of our indigenous and imported folk traditions. Check the Wellyfest website for more
information and updates. http://wellingtonfolkfestival.org.nz/
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Andrew London Duo
Bill Hickman Band
Butter Wouldn't Melt
Celtic Ferret
Cotton Daisy Backstep
Fiddlesticks Band
Julian McKean & Chris Priestley
Nigel Parry and friends
The Penmans
The Shicka Chickas
WAI.TAI
You, Me, Everybody

Otaki
Wellington
Waikanae
Auckland
Wellington
West Coast
Around NZ
Wellington
Hamilton
Wellington
Around NZ
Around NZ

Planning for workshops, youth, and dance programmes is well advanced, with more
sessions to come. Look out for early bird tickets on sale very soon with an update
when the new ticketing system goes live.
If you'd like to get involved
There are a number of volunteer positions available. If you work for 6 or more hours
before, during or after the festival, you earn a full weekend festival ticket. The teams
and skills needed are:
First Aid - a few people with level 2 first aid skills - preferably with ATP
Security and registration - checking and selling tickets, cash and EFTPOS handling,
and venue ticket checks
3. Housekeeping and hygiene - rubbish bin clearance and cleaning the loos and
showers
4. Site setup and breakdown - general furniture shifting, venue and site setup and
experienced people with construction site experience to help with stage, sound
and lighting rig setup. Training certificates for site safe and working at heights are
highly desirable for a few people.
1.
2.

If you'd like more information about any of these opportunities, please email Gerard
Hudson wellingtonfolkfestival.org.nz He will forward your contacts to the relevant
Committee Member.

7. Balladeer music noticeboard
Where you can advertise your music-related items—lessons, instruments, gigs,
band members wanted, etc.
a) Songwriters Showcases at the Moon Bar, 167 Riddiford Street Newtown
Sundays 4, 11, and 25 September, 7 pm
•
•
•

4 Sept - Mark Poletti, Birdfeeder, Haewai Collective
11 Sept (the 50th show!) - Sofia Machray, Scattered Wreckage, Robyn-Lynn
Webber
25 Sept - John Newton/Overdogs, Beans Maries, one to be finalised

Doors open from 6pm, music from 7pm, door charge $10
Contact: Don Mackay 6021songs@gmail.com
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b) Auntie Social’s Thirsty Night at the Moon Bar, 167 Riddiford Street
Newtown, Thursdays 8 & 22 September, approximately 6:45 pm
•
•

8 Sept – Catherine Bullock
25 August – Laura Tremaine

No door charge
Contact: Don Mackay 6021songs@gmail.com
c) Up Close & Personal Plimmerton presents ‘Bitter Brothers’, 21 Gordon
Road Plimmerton, Sunday 25 September, 2:00 pm
The Bitter Brothers are a fictional family of musicians
and songwriters. With their line-up somewhat fluidly
changing as they discover new Bitter family members in
their travels, the Bitter Brothers bring a variety of
different musical backgrounds and push along the edges
of Americana, sometimes with a touch of Balkan folk,
sometimes a more punk/folk aesthetic, sometimes more
honky tonk country western, sometimes a touch of
swing, a touch of bluegrass, old time.
They offer a lively and amusing variety of sounds and moods, while bringing a touch
of theatre to the mix, with a sad guitar, or a happy banjo, sometimes an accordion, a
fiddle, or a ukulele, layered with plaintive harmonies, and differing vocal
arrangements.
You never know exactly what to expect from a Bitter Brothers show, but every show is
a family reunion, and this family is most certainly an entertaining one!

BYO Drinks and small plate to share for afternoon tea.
$15.00 per head.
Please text or phone Annie on 0274599376 to book your seat.
d) Interested in Participating in a Documentary about Acoustic Routes?
Stephen Riddell has decided to make a documentary about the history of Acoustic
Routes and the Wellington Folk scene so he is looking for people to help tell this story.
In particular, he is looking for people who were around the club in the early days who
would be keen to be interviewed about their experiences.
He is also looking for photos and video clips from the club's history, so if you have
these rifling about then please let him know.
Contact: stephen@riddellproductions.com

8. Want to perform?
The AR Committee would like to hear from you if you are interested in
performing at our events, including support acts for our monthly
concerts. Contact us at performers@acousticroutes.org.nz.
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9. About Acoustic Routes
Acoustic Routes (Wellington Folk Centre Incorporated) is a club for people who enjoy
playing and listening to folk and acoustic styles of music.
The fourth Thursday of the month generally features a concert, usually with a visiting
artist and support acts from amongst our membership. Check the website or the
Balladeer for updates about the venue.
Members get priority access to performance opportunities and can have input into the
club's activities. To join, email treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz.
Acoustic Routes publishes this newsletter (The Balladeer) at the start of every month,
and also an acoustic gig guide for the Wellington region (Acoustic Routes update). You
can subscribe online, or contact publicity@acousticroutes.org.nz.

10. Acoustic Routes contacts
President: Ruth Birnie president@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com
Correspondence: Kevin Ikin secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Treasurer/Membership: Karen Munro treasurer@acousticroutes.org.nz
<karenguitarist@hotmail.com>
Balladeer: editor Philippa Boy, producer, Stephen Riddell
balladeer@acousticroutes.org.nz
Acoustic Routes update email: Kevin Ikin secretary@acousticroutes.org.nz
Performance opportunities: performers@acousticroutes.org.nz
mailto:ruthlbirnie@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 27-191 Marion Square, Wellington, New Zealand.
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz

11. Other regular folk events/contacts in the region
– please check websites or email for updates
Trad Singing Session with Dave Barnes hosting
When:
2nd and 4th Monday of the month, from about 6.45pm
Where
The Welsh Dragon Bar, Wellington. This session celebrates unaccompanied
singing in traditional style. Fine beer and food to be had at the bar.
Contact: Dave Barnes david.barnes@xtra.co.nz
Ceol Alba Scottish Music Club
When:
4th Friday of the month, 7.30 - 9.30pm. A club for playing and/or listening to
(mostly) traditional Scottish music. Sheet music supplied or downloadable
Where: Lower Hutt.
Cost:
$5 per night
Contact: Lynne Scott, 04 565 0164 lynne@scott.gen.nz
Levin Folk Music Club
When:
2nd Friday of month, 7.30 pm, blackboard concert plus guest artist.
Entry: Members $5, Non-Members $10, Children $3 (includes supper)
Club Night: 4th Friday of month, 7.30 pm $2 Koha.
Where: Horowhenua Scottish Society Hall, cnr Bartholomew Rd and Middlesex St.
Website: www.levin-folk-music-club.org.nz
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Mainly Acoustic Music Club
When:
(Mostly) every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm
Where: Mayfair Cafe, 116 Main Street, Upper Hutt
Contact: Mary Khalil 021 02314505 mary.khalil@xtra.co.nz
Club committee email: info@mainlyacoustic.co.nz
Website: http://mainlyacoustic.co.nz/coming-attractions/
Morris dancing: Dave Barnes http://www.morrisdancing.org.nz/
Pukerua Bay Folk Club
When:
1st Thursday of the month, 8pm (no club night in January)
Where: 9 Donlin Rd, Pukerua Bay
Contact: Murray or Julie Kilpatrick, (04) 239 9951, musicianmurray@gmail.com
Wellington Bluegrass Society
When:
3rd Friday of the month, 8pm
Where: 54 Richmond Street, Petone
Contact: Andrew Bicknell, (04) 477 0069, bluegrass@xtra.co.nz
http://wellingtonbluegrass.net.nz/
Wellington Scottish Fiddle Club
When:
Varies, but mostly monthly around the first Sunday
Where: Depends on who is hosting it this time! A club for learning tunes in the
traditional "by ear" style, it welcomes fiddlers of all levels.
Cost:
Mostly free
Contact: Iain Matcham 04 568 8635, email iain@jumbletree.com
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